Although the often positive effects of lifelong bilingualism on cognitive functioning at old age have been the subject of a large number of studies, considerably less is known about the linguistic skills of L2 speakers as they get older, particularly with regards to grammatical processing. In the current study we investigated how aging affects language performance, specifically morphological processing, in both L1 and L2 speakers.
Previous studies with younger adults have found differences between native (L1) and non-native late bilingual (L2) speakers with regard to processing of morphologically complex words. Moreover, several studies e.g. Jacob, Heyer, and Veríssimo (in press), have revealed a contrast between how inflected and derived word forms are processed by younger L1 and L2 speakers which may reflect the distinction between a purely grammatical process which spells out morphosyntactic features and a lexical process which produces new lexical entries.
Against this background, we tested older L1 and L2 speakers' masked-priming effects for derived and inflected word forms of German and compared them to results from younger L1 and L2 speakers on the same experiment (mean ages: 62 vs. 24). Across conditions, we observed slower response times paired with higher accuracy scores for older than for younger participants, in both the L1 and the L2 groups. The priming patterns, however, were not affected by aging. While both L1 and L2 speakers showed robust derivational priming, only the L1 speakers demonstrated inflectional priming (see Table 1 ). We argue that general performance (viz., speed, accuracy) are affected by aging in both L1 and L2, but that differences between native and non-native processing are more profound and persist into old age. 
References:
Jacob, G., Heyer, V., & Veríssimo, J. (in press 
